Brethren here is my fall presentation to the lodges of District 19 as the district education officer please enjoy.

"How fortunate for Leaders' that men do not think." Adolf Hitler
Education and learning  are key to the success of us as masons and successful individuals in the community. 
Education being the action or process of teaching or being taught and learning being experience of the one gaining the knowledge and the skills and or conditioning acquired by that education.
In the fellow craft degree we are admonished to pursue the study of the liberal arts and sciences.

Quote from Duncan's ritual ancient work.
"The study of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education, which tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recommended to your consideration"   those being

Grammar:   Which has been defined as the study of  poetry and oratory that would enable one to write with correctness and speak skillfully. 

Logic:   Logic in general is the science and art of right thinking.  Through the  study of which one  is able to carry conversation and or argument in a rational manner with thoughts that are carefully linked together. 

Rhetoric:   Rhetoric is the method of using both grammar and logic to make impression upon a person or group either with the spoken or written word. 

Arithmetic:  Geometry:  Astronomy:    Music:     
Let us look at a part of masonry which is conducive to the use of the first three,  grammar, logic and rhetoric , namely  the festive board.
 From  masonries inception the lodge brethren have a chance to flex their rhetorical and logical muscles during debates within the lodge.
This exchange of ideas is used to further the knowledge and skills of its members. 

Lets take a step back through time to see the evolution of that coming together of men of like mind for the purpose of learning and fraternity and how that has shaped our 
world today.
The Dark Ages took place when the last Western emperor, Romulus Augustulus, was deposed by Odoacer, a barbarian. AD 476 was the time of this event. this was a tumultuous time.   
 When the Roman empire went bust it started the period of what is commonly referred to as the The Dark Ages.
 The stable system provided by the Romans disintegrated along with schools, libraries, monetary system, and a common language .
Cities and towns fell apart and so went the routes between them, Roving bands of marauders  roamed the country sides , Muslims conquered extensive territory in Africa and Spain. 
The people lived under the feudal system, which left the common man with little option but to survive or die under the yolk of the nobility.
This was called the time of faith as all people had left was there hope in god.

The main symbol of authority during this time was the Catholic church .
During this era all was not lost for the rebirth or " renaissance" occurred when there was a rediscovery of lost Greek and Arab knowledge which began to ripple through out society.

This faith was seen by the thinkers of the renaissance as contradictory to science and reason and saw those  religious followers as dominated by emotion,  fear and superstition. 
The church stepped up its authority by persecuting those thinkers and supposed heretics by the use of the inquisition.

These events led to the path of reason and science being taken, they  took hold, and held sway bringing in the enlightenment and the reformation.
The reformation ended the strangle hold of the church and also ended the operative masons way of life, the building of huge gothic cathedrals ended with the diminution of the churches stature. 
It turned their lodges into social clubs as the work had ended for all intents and purposes for the operative mason.
 So we have the operative masons now a social club and a group of thinkers who have pushed the church aside in order to pursue logic, reason , science, and a secular state.
These thinkers had to find a venue to carry on their studies among like minded and in safety from the still powerful church and monarch. 

During the period of 1670-85  political liberties where being repressed in England by the court of king James II .
Those who dissented found a venue in the coffee house.
The first coffee houses appeared in England the were called penny universities , as the cost of a cup was on penny , they provided a setting to the growing middle class to engage in political discussion.
 These were places where news of the day was shared . They also functioned as reading 
rooms.
 Newsletters and gazettes were routinely delivered to them and runners were dispatched to the houses to deliver breaking news.
Many coffee houses began to attract people with specific interests. From these venues arose chess clubs, The Royal Society, the London Stock Exchange, Lloyds’ of London.

It has been shown that history of Freemasonry and coffee houses intertwined in the late 1600’s through the early 1700’s and beyond.  

From there these like minded people formed lodges, the philosophical societies and the scientific academies, of the day, which became the foundation of our democratic and republican forms of governance.

I heard a quote once the brother referred to masonry as the shock troops of the enlightenment its so true those free thinkers of that time day bought us the freedoms we enjoy today.
Because during that time in those penny universities and lodges masonry was there pushing for government by consent and subjugation of papal and autocratic authority. 
The lodges were political societies  in a broad sense teaching a constitutional system and creating leaders for what was to come.
The philosophical side of the enlightenment was based on the belief that people are irrational and superstitious, tied up in irrelevant traditions and unable to break free.
The new direction to be taken was that of science, reason and logic in order to seek knowledge and find the truth .
This brothers is why the festive boards in our lodges can and should be like those penny universities of the our forbearers a place to expand our mind practice our rhetoric all in a atmosphere of friendship and brotherly love.
 "As Iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens another" Proverbs 27:17

